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the heavens. The Word of God was written entirely by such correspondences; it contains a hidden or spiritual meaning which cannot be understood without the study of correspondences. ' There are,' says Swedenborg (Celestial Doctrine), * innumerable arcana in the inward meaning of the correspondences/
" Those men who have laughed to scorn the books in which the prophets have treasured the Word, were in such a state of ignorance as men are in, who, in this world, knowing nothing of a science, mock the truths of that science. To know the correspondences of the Word with heavenly things, to know the correspondences that exist between the visible and ponderable things of the earthly globe and invisible and imponderable things of the spiritual world, is to * have the heavens in your understanding.5
" Every object of every creation proceeded from the hand -of God, and has, therefore, necessarily a hidden meaning, as we see in those grand words of Isaiah, ' The earth is as a garment' (Isaiah 1L 6). This mysterious tie between the smallest atoms of matter and the heavens constitutes what Swedenborg calls a Celestial Arcanum. Indeed, his Treatise on the Celestial Arcana, in which he explains the correspondences or symbolism of the natural and spiritual, containing, as Jacob Boehni has it, the 6 sign and sealing of all things,5 contains no less than thirteen thousand propositions, filling sixteen volumes. * This wonderful apprehension of correspondences which the grace of God vouchsafed to Swedenborg,' says one of his disciples, * is the secret of the interest taken in his works.9 According to this commentator, * everything is derived from heaven, everything returns to heaven. The prophet's words are sublime and lucid; he speaks in the heavens, and is understood on earth. A volume might be written on any one of his phrases.' And, among a thousand others, he quotes this text: * The realm of heaven,* says Swedenborg (Arcana Celestia), 'is the realm of impulsion. Action takes form in heaven, and thence in the world, and by degrees in the minutest details of earthly life; earthly effects being thus continuous with heavenly causes, the result in every case is correspondent and sym~